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Hedges give the house a sense of privacy and 
shelter, but towards its margins the garden 
seems to merge into the surrounding farmland. 

IN BRIEF
 WHAT Nursted Barns, a private,  Nursted Barns, a private, 
contemporary garden surrounding contemporary garden surrounding 
converted stone farm buildings. converted stone farm buildings. 
   WHERE Hampshire, overlooking  Hampshire, overlooking 
the South Downs. the South Downs. 
   SIZE About 2½ acres. About 2½ acres. 
  SOIL Poor, chalky, well-drained.Poor, chalky, well-drained.
CONDITIONS Windy, exposed.  Windy, exposed. 
  FEATURES Pond, sculpture, Pond, sculpture, 
hedges, winter planting. hedges, winter planting. 
GARDEN PLAN See page 41.See page 41.

Rural bliss
Once nothing but open fields lay beyond the back door of 
Ann Black’s new home – but now there’s a family garden 

perfectly in keeping with its South Downs location. 
Words James Alexander-Sinclair, photographs Leigh Clapp






