
GARDEN DESIGN JOURNAL      WWW.SGD.ORG.UK26

SGD AWARDS 2020

SEA DUNE GARDEN surrounds a contemporary eco holiday 
home built on an exposed cliff in Suffolk, overlooking the 
North Sea. “This is the most exposed and challenging 
coastal garden I have worked on,” explains its designer 
Sue Townsend MSGD.

Townsend’s clients wanted a low maintenance garden 
that would ground the house into the landscape. Any 
plants would not only have to cope with the full force 
of the wind but also the pure sand on site. Townsend 
employed native marram grass to stabilise a sandy slope; 
this grass also helped, along with a mulch of locally 
sourced pebbles, to nestle the garden in its setting. 

Sawn sandstone stepping-stone paths provide access 
and tie in with the contemporary lines of the house, and 
the lawn was chosen for its ability to cope with sandy soil 
and low rainfall. Native and non-native plants were used, 
with Townsend drawing inspiration from the surrounding 
heathland by including several pines and a birch tree 
alongside drought-tolerant, Mediterranean plants.

And the most rewarding aspect of the design? “Seeing 
how well the coastal planting coped with the harsh winters 
and droughts we have had over the last few years and how 
quickly the garden has filled with bees and butterflies,” 
says Townsend.

What the judges said: 
“A well-designed garden demonstrating a thoughtful use 
of local materials and a well-considered drought-tolerant 
plant choice. This design matched the clients’ brief in 
bringing the look and feel of the beach round to the 
front of the property, while retaining the need for a low 
maintenance family garden to the rear.” 

About the award: 
For any domestic project within the UK where the total 
budget (not including designer fees) does not exceed 
£30,000. Open to FSGD, MSGD, Registered Practice 
and Pre-Registered Members.

BIG IDEAS,  
SMALL BUDGET
WINNER: Sue Townsend MSGD, Sea Dune
SPONSOR: Country Supplies
SIZE: 725m²
CONTRACTOR: Simon Leonard Construction Ltd
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ALTHOUGH IT FORMS the fifth of a five-courtyard 
series created by Registered Practice Bowles & Wyer 
for Addenbrooke’s Hospital in Cambridge, this design 
actually started out as an entry by Max Harriman for the 
RHS Young Designer of the Year competition at RHS 
Tatton Park Flower Show in 2018. Having sponsored and 
constructed the show garden, Bowles & Wyer brokered a 
deal to relocate it to Addenbrooke’s, where it was adapted 
to fit an existing courtyard which then was laid to grass 
with only four semi-mature trees to break up the space.

The garden was translated effectively, incorporating the 
four existing trees within the design, while retaining its 
original character and making optimal use of Harriman’s 
signature slanted timber uprights to form private seating 
areas. Crucially the design, with its sinuous central path of 
resin-bound gravel, also reads very well from a bird’s eye 
viewpoint, and therefore can also be enjoyed by patients 
unable to leave their rooms in the surrounding buildings

The woodland-style planting has established well in its 
new, permanent home, creating a secluded atmosphere 
despite the roads that wrap the site on all sides. “It has 
transformed the space,” says John Wyer FSGD. “This 
is an open-sided courtyard that thousands of people see 
every day, so the public impact was huge. This was a 
favourite project for us.”

What the judges said: 
“A lovely community garden providing a calm, embracing 
feel and enclosed atmosphere for patients, visitors and 
staff. The limited planting palette works extremely well, 
providing a strong rhythm to soften the timber fins.”

About the award: 
For any garden or landscape project of any size built 
within the UK that is not for profit. Open to FSGD, MSGD, 
Registered Practice, Pre-Registered, Student.

HEALING, 
LEARNING OR 
COMMUNITY
WINNER: Bowles & Wyer, Addenbrooke’s NHS 70 
SUPPORTED BY: Thrive 
SIZE: 274m2 BUDGET: £50k

A
ll 

p
h

o
to

s:
 R

ic
ha

rd
 B

lo
om



31

SGD AWARDS 2020

MARCH 2020      GARDEN DESIGN JOURNAL  

SUE TOWNSEND MSGD has taken the late Beth Chatto’s 
mantra of ‘right plant, right place’ and applied it to this 
Suffolk seaside garden. For both the front and back 
gardens surrounding this new-build house, Townsend  
put together a colourful, texture-rich selection of plants 
that could cope with salt-laden winds, sandy soil and very 
low rainfall.

A crazy-paved terrace was laid using locally sourced, 
reclaimed Yorkstone; existing decking was incorporated 
into the design and a stone mulch was used throughout, 
not only to give a beach-feel to the garden, but to also help 
to conserve moisture in the soil. 

A row of pleached Sorbus x intermedia ‘Brouwers’, a 
cultivar able to cope with the exposed location, provides 
privacy in the back garden. Perennials in a palette of blues, 
pale yellows and purples mixed with grasses creates 
strong visual interest with softness and movement.

“I’ve loved seeing how much pleasure, not only my 
clients have had from the gardens, but also the passers-by 
who stop and admire it from the street.”

What the judges said:
“A well-laid-out, practically designed garden showing the 
considered use of locally sourced materials and a well-
chosen palette of drought-tolerant plants and contrasting 
foliage. This is certainly a garden that would have met with 
Beth’s approval, and a worthy winner of the inaugural Beth 
Chatto Award.”

About the award: 
For a project where the design focus is on the garden’s 
environmental impact by the creative, ecological use of 
materials and planting to maximise sustainability, minimise 
maintenance and attract pollinators and wildlife. Open to 
FSGD, MSGD, Registered Practice and Pre-Registered 
Members (passed submission 1 or 2).

BETH CHATTO 
AWARD
WINNER: Sue Townsend MSGD, Samphire 
SPONSOR: Acacia Gardens
SIZE: 372m²
CONTRACTOR: Simon Leonard Construction Ltd
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COURTYARD HOUSE IS an architecturally striking house – a 
1980s bungalow remodelled with large glass walls, cedar 
shingles and black wood cladding. Such a unique building 
required an outdoor space that would complement it; the 
clients also needed to use the garden for parking cars, 
wanted to make the most of the south-west-facing front 
garden and to have privacy from the street.

Designer Caitlin McLaughlin of Thrift Landscapes took 
inspiration from the site’s natural woodland. “We wanted 
to deconstruct this and create a contemporary woodland 
garden, using recognisable woodland plants with a twist.”

A grid layout, which replicated the straight lines of the 
property, was the basis for the design and was achieved 
using paving strips, topiary oblongs and raised vegetable 
beds constructed from cedar to link in with the house.

The planting was used to conjure up a feeling of 
seclusion and calm and planted in designated pockets  
to create a soft transition from wild to more formal.  
“The dappled light the trees filter onto the paving strips 
and gravel is really magical,” says McLaughlin.

A garden that sat lightly within its setting was crucial, 
so porous gravel paths and permeable paving for the 
driveway were used, and plants were chosen for their 
ability to attract wildlife and to soften the straight lines  
of the design and house.

What the judges said: 
“A thoughtful and self-confident design that shows a 
mature restraint that one would not necessarily expect 
so early in a designer’s career. An accomplished design 
demonstrating skill and flare.”

About the award: 
For any garden or landscape project of any size built within 
the UK. Projects should show: a flair for design, dynamic 
design solutions, detailed design elements and something 
‘special’. Open to Pre-Registered Members who have 
been practising for less than five years.

FRESH DESIGNER
WINNER: Caitlin McLaughlin, Courtyard House
SPONSOR: Deepdale
SIZE: 720m² BUDGET: £40k
CONTRACTOR: Martin Jackson



P
h

o
to

:M
ar

ia
nn

e 
M

aj
er

us

GARDEN DESIGN JOURNAL      WWW.SGD.ORG.UK34

SGD AWARDS 2020

PLANTING 
DESIGN

BEHIND A DIMINUTIVE terraced house 
in Barnsbury, north London, this narrow 
garden was completed in September 
2017 as part of a major property 
refurbishment. The client works in 
fashion, and requested a relaxed garden 
that at first glance looked natural, and 
even slightly wild, but was actually 
carefully and practically planned. 

The resulting design incorporates 
two terraces – one near the house 
where it catches the morning sun, and 
another at the end of the garden where 
the last of the evening light makes it an 
inviting place to lounge as the sun goes 
down. Minimal modernist furniture 
introduces a sophisticated urban vibe 
that contrasts pleasingly with the 
feminine softness of a planting scheme 
that combines abundant greenery with 
flowers in powdery pastel pink and 
lavender tones.

The impact of a large bicycle shed, 
which could have been intrusive, has 
been ameliorated by a sedum roof, 
which picks up on the prevailing colour 

palette, and the extensive border 
planting uses repetition of a limited 
number of plants to unite the site. 

“I think the planting combines 
sculptural and airy elements to good 
effect,” says Craine, “and I feel the 
design works particularly well in 
distracting the eye from the limitations 
of a long thin garden.”

What the judges said:
“A beautifully restrained planting 
palette perfectly suited to the size 
of garden and demonstrating a good 
understanding of the competition 
between plants. Tonally very beautiful. 
Lovely planting, very well put together, 
open and airy.”

About the award:
For any domestic or public planting 
scheme designed and implemented 
within the UK. Planting design only 
schemes can be submitted. Open to 
FSGD, MSGD, Registered Practice, 
Pre-Registered.

WINNER: Stuart Craine MSGD, Thornhill Road
SPONSOR: Barcham
SIZE: 92.75m2 BUDGET: £55k
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PAPER 
LANDSCAPES
WINNER: Gavin McWilliam MSGD, Andrew Wilson FSGD 
and John Davies – Changping Penglai Hot Spring
SPONSOR: Adrian Gray
SIZE: 287,047m²

CHANGPING PENGLAI HOT Spring was planned to be a 
large luxury villa project in North Beijing. “The site was 
to be densely packed with houses, which made effective 
landscape design very tricky in all but a few areas,” 
explains McWilliam. 

Inspiration came from the ancient Silk Route, which 
linked the East and West, and the flowing curves of 
woven silk, the undulating quality of which was, to the 
designers, suggestive of a landscape. This, combined with 
the landscape style of Capability Brown, which was used 
as reference points, and influences from contemporary 
British garden design, such as soft meadow-style planting 
and grasses juxtaposed with sharply defined hedges and 
topiary, came together to form the overall design.

“Through a rigorously and, at times, ruthlessly applied 
conceptual design approach, we developed a master 
plan that demonstrated an expansive exuberance. Folds 
and curves flowed through gardens and across arterial 
routes. Drumlins were lowered and axial hedge-lined 
routes terminated in lakeside promontories; the rectilinear 
intersecting the curvilinear,” says McWilliam.

“It’s always deflating when a design that is close to 
your heart is not taken through to completion. To see this 
master plan recognised at the SGD Awards 2020 goes a 
huge distance to compensating for that disappointment.”

What the judges said:
“An extremely competent and beautifully presented large 
landscape scheme using Eastern influence and cleverly 
combining Chinese cultural references with traditional 
English landscape elements.”

About the award:
For a design, domestic or public, in the UK or abroad that 
has not been built. Open to FSGD, MSGD, Registered 
Practice and Pre-Registered Members.
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THIS JACOBEAN MANOR house set in eight-and-a-half 
acres of grounds outside York has been a care home 
since the 1970s, and currently has 47 residents, of which 
43 have dementia. Concerns for their safety meant the 
grounds were not being used by residents, who were 
therefore missing out on a valuable opportunity to improve 
their physical and mental wellbeing. 

This ambitious and well-thought-out scheme set out to 
address issues of access by creating a series of routes to 
newly created character areas designed to trigger positive 
memories and emotions for residents, staff and visitors. 
As well as a secure terrace accessed from the house, 
where residents could safely enjoy fresh air, the design 
includes areas for active therapy with staff supervision, 
and reinforced paths for ‘trips out’ by electric buggy to  
visit a woodland garden, parkland, pond and orchard.

“I first visited this home on a lovely sunny day and saw 
all the residents sitting in the day room when there were 
eight acres of stunning parkland outside,” says Arend. 
“Talking to residents and their family members, I was 
deeply touched by how much they missed their own 
gardens, gardening, and generally having trips out into 
nature. That was when I knew I wanted to make this  
my final big project at college.”

What the judges said: 
“A strong design of immersive experiences, demonstrating 
an excellent use of space and communicated through 
purposeful graphics, emotive sketches and a clean  
and simple masterplan. The design hangs together as  
a cohesive piece of landscape as well as being realistic  
to implement.”

About the award: 
For any commercial design completed by a Student 
Member while a student, built or not. Open to Student 
Members and qualifying Pre-Registered Members.  

WINNER: Luke Arend, London College of Garden Design 
SPONSOR: British Sugar Topsoil

STUDENT 
COMMERCIAL
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FOLLOWING A HYPOTHETICAL brief for a contemporary 
woodland edge garden in Buckinghamshire, this design 
was inspired by an adjacent area of woodland and by the 
1960s architecture of the house. The clients appreciate 
mid-century style and expressed a love for concrete and 
straight lines. Their brief included a dining area near the 
kitchen for entertaining, and a separate sheltered space 
where they could relax alone. They also asked for a bocce 
court, a small lawn, a productive element within the 
planting, a large shed and parking space for three cars. 

With so many elements to incorporate within a relatively 
small and sloping site, Rigden developed a design on two 
levels using a palette of materials influenced by the 1960s, 
including concrete, tropical hardwood and black painted 
steel. On the upper level the garden appears to connect 
to the woods beyond the boundary and a raised deck 
provides ample space for outdoor dining. On the lower 
level, in the dappled shade of neighbouring birch trees, 
the lawn loosely resembles a small glade. Next to this is 
a seating area sited to catch the late afternoon sun and 
screened by a black powder-coated steel windbreak.

Naturalistic planting tempers the linearity of the 
hardscaping, with dogwoods for structure and winter 
interest, and native grasses and ferns chosen for the 
impact of their foliage.

What the judges said: 
“A bold, purposeful design demonstrating a thorough 
understanding of the site and a particular lightness of 
touch. Comprehensively presented with persuasive  
and atmospheric images that perfectly capture the  
design intention.”

About the award: 
For any domestic design completed by a Student Member 
while a student, built or not. Open to Student Members 
and qualifying Pre-Registered Members.

JOINT WINNER: Tabitha Rigden,  
London College of Garden Design 
SPONSOR: British Sugar Topsoil

STUDENT 
DOMESTIC

JOI N T 
W I N N E R
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JOI N T 
W I N N E R

FOR THIS PROJECT, students were asked to design a 
large garden for a family house in the Chilterns, including 
a kitchen garden and space for outdoor play and adult 
entertaining. In addition, the clients wanted to retain the 
existing spectacular views and foster their own love of 
wildlife in their children.

Rzepa developed an impactful design based on the 
contrast between formality and nature, with a rectilinear 
layout softened by loose planting. “I like to create gardens 
that have a cohesive feeling to them, without adding too 
much clutter, which is a challenge as people want so 
much from their gardens,” she says. “I feel this design  
is highly functional and fits the client brief well, but is also 
pared down and elegant.”

Making use of a quantity of mature trees in the front 
garden, Rzepa developed a planting scheme that would 
enhance the woodland character of this space, with an 
informal children’s play area tucked in at one side.

To the rear of the property, the gardens are more 
extensive, with long axial paths drawing the eye to views 
out across the Chilterns. There is a generous dining terrace 
alongside the house, separated from the formal lawn by 
a broad swathe of wildlife-friendly ornamental planting. 
A kitchen garden has been sited next to an extensive 
outdoor kitchen. In addition, at the farther reaches of the 
garden, an orchard and natural pool blur the transition into 
the surrounding countryside.

What the judges said:
“An elegant, restrained and understated design showing 
extremely competent design skills. An excellent example 
of an achievable design supported with highly evocative 
and atmospheric visuals.”

About the award:
For any domestic design completed by a Student Member 
while a student, built or not. Open to Student Members 
and qualifying Pre-Registered Members.

JOINT WINNER: Joana Rzepa,  
London College of Garden Design 
SPONSOR: British Sugar Topsoil

STUDENT 
DOMESTIC
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LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD  

PENELOPE HOBHOUSE MBE is the 
doyenne of the horticultural world: a 
prolific garden writer, garden historian, 
lecturer and renowned garden designer 
whose influence has been far-reaching. 
Her illustrious career includes designing 
the Californian garden of Apple founder 
Steve Jobs and travelling the world 
visiting gardens with Audrey Hepburn 
for an American TV programme.

Hobhouse, who celebrated her 
90th birthday in 2019, grew up in 
Northern Ireland, studied economics at 
Cambridge and first got the gardening 
bug at Hadspen House in Somerset, 
the family home of her first husband. 
As her knowledge of plants increased 
so did her interest in garden design, 
inspired in particular by travels in Italy 
and Iran. With her second husband, 
John Malins, they became tenants of 
the National Trust’s Tintinhull House 
in Somerset, where they restored the 
Italianate garden. Following John’s 
death, she moved to Bettiscombe in 
Dorset, where she gardened in a milder 

climate, growing tender plants and 
developing a more naturalistic style.

Her books are now horticultural 
classics, and her designs include a 
herb garden for the New York Botanical 
Garden, a garden at Walmer Castle 
for the Queen Mother and the Upper 
Walled Garden at Aberglasney, among 
many others.

The SGD Council said: 
“Penelope Hobhouse has influenced 
and inspired garden design for 
decades through her plantsmanship, 
design and writing. Self-trained in 
practical horticulture and design, 
she nevertheless forged a hugely 
successful career, thanks to her love 
and knowledge of plants and instinctive 
design talent.” 

About the award:
Awarded to an individual who has 
made an outstanding contribution to 
the profession and is gifted by the 
SGD Council. 

WINNER: Penelope Hobhouse MBE
SPONSOR: Alitex


