
BEAUTIFUL GARDENS

Prairie-style planting teams grasses and flowers 
in this modern country garden. Owners Lisa and 

Peter Blacklock take us on a tour

SEASONAL SWOOSH  
Arching wands of Stipa gigantea 
provide drama alongside 
echinacea seedheads, rusty 
sedums, miscanthus and Cornus 
kousa chinensis trees with 
Seslaria autumnalis
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“Perennials create  
a punch of colour”
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 and IN THE GARDEN 
WITH…
Peter and Lisa Blacklock

AT East Kent
GARDEN SIZE Two acres plus 
three acres of meadow  
SITE West and south-east facing
SOIL Improved clay
FEATURES Praririe-style planting 
with grasses and perennials;  
reflecting pool; corten steel edging; 
espaliered fruit trees; orchard setting;  
seating areas; sweeping views
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This modern country garden enjoys 
big skies and sweeping views, all 
framed by swaying grasses and 
long-lasting perennial flowers. 

“We live in an old converted barn set 
among 80 acres of orchards and rolling 
countryside,” says owner Lisa Blacklock, 
who lives here with her husband Peter.  
“We immediately saw the potential for a 
garden, even though it was just a field when 
we moved in. We spent the first few years 
renovating the house and then, four years 
ago, we were ready to start. 

“Peter and I were keen on creating a 
naturalistic planting scheme,” she says. 
“We’d both lived and worked on the West 
Coast USA, in California, so had seen lots 
of prairie-style planting schemes 

combining grasses with perennials that 
offered a punch of long-lasting colour, 
rather than short term. We have very busy 
lives working in London, so we knew the 
garden would have to be low-maintenance. 
Our clay soil gets quite soggy in winter but 
bakes hard and dry in summer, so we also 
knew we needed plants that would cope 
with both extremes.” 

The couple searched the internet for 
planting ideas and came across the work  
of Ian Smith and Debbie Roberts at Acres 
Wild garden design. “They took our ideas 
and turned them into a practical design,” 
says Lisa. “They created a relatively  
formal decked seating area beside the 

REPEATING RHYTHM  (clockwise from 
above left) Calamagrostis ‘Karl Foerster’ 
with lavender and Japanese anemones; 
stipa frames a sofa, with echinacea 
seedheads, yew hedge, hydrangea 
‘Limelight’ and red-leaved Cornus alba 
sibirica; sundeck with calamagrostis and 
persicaria ‘Firetail’; the corten reflecting 
pool; hakonechloa and alchemilla

BEAUTIFUL GARDENS

We’d both worked in 
California so had seen lots  

of prairie-style planting
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house, which incorporates a large corten 
steel reflecting pool fed by a trough. There 
are planting beds edged with corten too, 
which reflects the agricultural heritage of 
the house. It’s a fabulous place to sit out 
and hear the water trickle and the plants 
rustling in the breeze.” 

A formal lawn is inset with a neat run  
of rectangular stepping stones, helping  
to make the transition from the ‘formal’ 
garden to the more relaxed meadow areas 
beyond. “Lots of narcissi flower in the  
beds in spring and are 
naturalised in the 
meadows,” says Lisa. 
“These are followed by 
alliums, irises by the 
reflecting pool, and 
blossom from 
ornamental pear, 
cherry and crab apple 
trees in May. 

“In early summer it’s the turn of the 
salvias, and Echinacea purpurea ‘Magnus’ 
and ‘White Swan’, which are planted in 
separate drifts. In autumn the echinacea 
petals begin to drop and their burnt orange 
cones stand right through winter for the 
birds to feed on.

“Our main punches of colour in autumn 
come from sedums – hylotelephium 
‘Herbstfreude’ and red-stemmed 
‘Matrona’. It’s really lovely to sit outside in 

the September sunshine and watch the 
bumble bees landing on them. The house 
and garden are surrounded by commercial 
apple orchards, so we wanted to find plants 
that would attract the bees and butterflies, 
offering a safe haven from any pesticides.”

Red spikes of Persicaria amplexicaulis 
‘Firetail’ provide another punch of colour. 
“They go on right through into autumn, 
when the leaves turn an interesting colour 
as well. We also have lots of different 
hydrangeas – the white globe heads of  

H. arborescens 
‘Annabelle’, dainty 
lacecap H. 
macrophylla ‘White 
Wave’ and cone-like H. 
paniculata ‘Limelight’, 
whose colour fades 
from green to cream 
and then blushes pink 
in autumn. Best of all 

are the oak-shaped leaves of H. quercifolia, 
which love our shady border and whose 
leaves turn a reddish-purple in autumn.” 

The grasses take on mellow tints at this 
time of year. “I love the Stipa gigantea, 
with its oat-like golden flowers and arching 
stems that drift lazily in the breeze,” says 
Lisa. “The feathery heads of wispy Stipa 
tenuissima are planted by the reflecting 
pool, softening its corten steel edges. 
Beside the driveway we have tall stooks of 

Calamagrostis acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’ 
and the delicate white flowers of Japanese 
anemone, A. hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert’.”

Miscanthus also features in the scheme 
– the tallest being statuesque M. sinensis 
‘Malepartus’, then pink-tinged ‘Ferner 
Osten’ and shorter ‘Yakushima Dwarf ’. 

“The garden has really good structure 
throughout the winter,” says Lisa. “It looks 
really lovely when the frost dusts the 
grasses and echinacea seedheads, and 
when snow hangs off the trees and hedges.”

For most of the year, prairie-style plants 
are left to fend for themselves, with no 
extra watering once established. “All our 
major work is in early spring when we  
have to cut everything down,” says Lisa. 
“Luckily I find gardening really relaxing! 
We do make a point of sitting out to watch 
the sunset from the decking beside our 
larger pool on warm autumn evenings.  
It’s the perfect place to enjoy a glass of 
wine while we watch the sun go down.” ✿

All our major work is in 
early spring when we have 

to cut everything down

RELAXING VIEWS (clockwise from 
above) A second sun deck, with 
miscanthus ‘Malepartus’ and phlomis; 
hydrangea ‘Annabelle’; Lisa’s father 
planted the white birches; lavender and 
echinacea seedheads; perfect spot for a 
glass of wine at sunset, with persicaria in 
the foregound; pennisetum ‘Hameln’
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